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A Short History of Ta’Sannat-PART ONE 
 
By 
 
Dr. Charles A. Gauci 
KHS MD FRCA FIPP FFPMRCA FSA.Scot 
Lt. Colonel RAMC (Retd) 
Vice-President, Saint Margaret’s Band Club 
 

Our village of Ta’ Sannat may be relatively small but it is one 
of the oldest in Gozo.   
 
It is not to be confused with Sannat, a commune in the 
Creuse department in the Limousin region of central France! 
 
Ta’ Sannat is situated in the south of the island of Gozo, 
between the villages of Munxar in the West and Xewkija in 
the East. 
 
Its size is 3.8 sq.km (1.5 sq. ml) with a population of just 
over 2000 souls. 
 
The origin of the village’s name is not really known although, 
it may be derived from the old Maltese word of sined/sinet 
which generally refers to an area of arable land, sheltered 
from the wind and situated at the edge of a hill.   
 
This is actually not a bad description of Ta’Sannat.  
 
Another theory is that the name is derived from the name of 
a Greco-Arabic family that moved to Gozo from Sicily 
  
 
Since a legal contract, drafted on 06/04/1500, the village 
has always been referred to officially as Ta’ Sannat.   
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In Maltese the word ‘Ta’ used as a preposition, often, but not 
invariably, indicates “possession”, however most scholars 
feel that it is unlikely to indicate “possession” in its reference 
to our village’s name. 
 
The village of Ta’ Sannat consists of three adjacent districts, 
which were once separated from each other by a number of 
scattered farms. 
 
A detailed plan of the village and its environs can be seen 
outside the Council Office (fig. 1) 
 

 
 
Fig. 1: Map of Sannat 
 
 
The districts of Ta’ Sannat are; 
 

1. Ta’ Ċenċ, a rocky area, in the south of the island of 
Gozo, about 145 metres above sea level at its highest 
point.  
It stretches from the bay of Mġarr ix-Xini to Ta’ Saguna 
and was once the home of a Sicilian family called Cenci, 
hence its name.   
Ta' Ċenċ is made up of two areas, viz ix- Xagħra il kbira, 
close to Mġarr ix-Xini itself and il-Qortin il-Kbir a wild, 
desolate area which overlooks the sea.   
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Ta' Ċenċ is particularly interesting as it contains 
various prehistoric remains (see below).   
It is also the main site where Malta’s national plant 
(Centaurea Crassifolia) can be found. 

2. Ta’ Saguna/Seguna, also in the south and which 
stretches from Ta' Ċenċ to the limits of Munxar.  
Its name is based on an old Siculo-Aragonese surname 
common in both Malta and Gozo since before the 
arrival of the Order of St. John in 1530.  

3. Ta’Sannat, the central district of the village, which 
stretches from the outskirts of Munxar to the outskirts 
of Xewkija.  
It consists of several areas, which include those of Tal-
Gruwa and of Ġnien- is-Sultan.  
These are two very ancient fiefs and there are two 
Maltese titles of nobility based on these fiefs viz. Baron 
of Grua (held by the Borg Carbot family) and Marquis of 
Ġnien is-Sultan, (held by the Apap Bologna family). 

 
There are three valleys in the  locality of Ta’Sannat, viz,  
Wied Mġarr ix-Xini, close to the bay of that name and which 
lies between the villages of Xewkija and Ta’Sannat, Wied is-
Sabbar situated in the district  of Ta' Ċenċ, close to ix- Xagħra 
l-Kbira  and Wied Marietta situated in Ta’Saguna. 
 
Wied is the Maltese word for valley. 
 
There are many other small (coastal) localities, each 
carrying their own names but which are far too numerous to 
mention here.  
 
Special mention, must however be made of Mġarr ix-Xini, a 
small but very picturesque bay which stretches from the 
valley of the same name to the sea and which is situated 
between Ta’ Ċenċ and Xewkija. 
 



 4 

The Coat of arms of the village Ta’Sannat dates back to the 
visit of HRH the Prince of Wales in 1876; they were 
originally devised by Professor N. Zammit (1815-1899), a 
doctor, philosopher, architect and painter.  
They were slightly modified in recent times to their current 
form of  
 
“Azure a garb Or bound and knotted Gules and upon a chief Argent two 
reaping hooks proper with handles adjoined in fess and blades directed 
in chief”  (fig. 2) 
 

 
Fig. 2: Coat of Arms of Ta’ Sannat 
 
 
The Garb (a standing bale of wheat), implies that wheat used to be a 
major crop, harvested in Ta’Sannat.   
 
The Motto of Sannat, LABOR ANTE OMNIA (Work before everything), 
was probably devised by the Gozitan Scholar Lorenzo Zammit Haber 
(1876-1959). 
 
 
Prehistoric Sites  
 

Malta and Gozo are rich in prehistoric sites as man first set 
foot in the islands some 7000 years ago.   
 
Our village can boast of its fair share of such sites. 
 
At Ta’ Ċenċ we find; 
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(a) It-Tempju ta’ l-Imramma (also known as Il Borġ ta’ l-
Imramma), which dates back to about 3800-3600 BC.   
It was first discovered by the Maltese archaeologist Fr. M. 
Magri SJ in 1897.  
(b) id-Dura tax-Xagħra l-Kbira, a dolmen situated to the east 
of It-Tempju ta’ l-Imramma and a site of megalithic graves. 
(c) Id-Dura ta’ l-Imramma, another dolmen, close to It-
Tempju ta’ l-Imramma 
(d) Id-Dura tal –Mara to the east of id-Dura tax-Xagħra l-
Kbira 
 
Ta' Ċenċ also contains ancient cart ruts, the origins of which 
are uncertain. 
 
 
Subsequent History 
 
There no evidence that Ta’Sannat was specifically colonized  
during the Phoenician era (725-218BC) or  even during the 
Roman era (218BC to 535 AD). 
 
Christianity reached Malta with the arrival of St. Paul in 
60AD.  
 
During the Byzantine era (535-870 AD), the port of Xlendi 
close to Ta’ Sannat was used as a safe harbour. 
The word, Xlendi is derived from the Greek word xelandion a 
sort of Byzantine saddle (xalandi in Arabic).   
 
We do not know much about Ta’Sannat during Arab rule. We 
do know, however, that the village name, like so many other 
place names in the Maltese islands which predate the arrival 
of the order, is of Arabic origins (870-1127).   
 
Islam as a religion seems to have persisted for a while after 
the Arabs departed; thus a gravestone (dated 1174) and 
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bearing Arabic inscription has been unearthed near Gnien- 
is-Sultan.   
 
In 1154, Pope Adrian IV united the Diocese of Malta & Gozo 
to that of Palermo as the Roman Catholic faith gradually 
replaced Islam.  
 
A census in Gozo  carried out in 1240/41 showed that there 
were 366 families in Gozo (233 Christian, 155 Moslem & 8 
Jewish).   
 
Most of the inhabitants of Gozo, including those of Ta’Sannat 
were farmers.   
 
Under the Swabians (1194-1266), Ta’ Ċenċ was renowned 
for its falcons; indeed in 1240, the Emperor Frederick II sent 
his falconers to investigate the district for its falcons and for 
its hunting potential. 
 
Under the Aragonese, the above-mentioned fiefs of Tal’Grua 
and of Gnien-is-Sultan, in the region of Ta’ Sannat were first 
granted as feudal baronies; the titles eventually became 
extinct and were subsequently regranted by the Order of St. 
John to the forebears of the current holders. 
 
The first church and parish in Gozo was that of St. Mary, 
situated in the Citadel (1435), although there were several 
small chapels in the environs of the village of Ta’ Sannat, 
including one dedicated to St. Margaret who eventually 
became the patron saint of the parish when this was 
established in 1668. 
 
The Chapel of St. Margaret in Ta’Sannat, was first mentioned 
in the pastoral visit made by the Apostolic Visitor, Pietro 
Dusina in February 1575.  
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Below is a sketch by Anton Refalo, which can be found on 
page 98 of Fr. Bezzina’s book (see below) and which depicts 
St. Margaret’s Chapel in its early days.  (fig.3) 
 

 
 
Fig. 3: The early chapel dedicated to St. Margaret V.M. 
 
 
 
The old chapel has now been replaced by the parish church.  
The front door of the present church is at the back of the old 
chapel.  
 
The cult of St. Margaret was widespread in Gozo with at least 
four other chapels dedicated to the saint; there were, 
incidentally, several chapels also dedicated to this saint in 
Malta. 
 
The Chapel at Ta’Sannat dedicated to St. Margaret seemed to 
have subsequently fallen into disuse for many years as it is 
not mentioned again until the visitations at the start of the 
XVII century. 
 
During the XVI century, Gozo was plagued by attacks of 
muslim marauders and the locals abandoned the coastal 
areas, including the area of Ta’Sannat, to seek refuge in the 
area around the Citadel; it would appear that St. Margaret’s 
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Chapel at Ta’ Sannat was probably closed down for many 
years, which is why it did not figure in the visitations. 
 
History records that in 1551 virtually the entire population 
of Gozo was taken into slavery by the muslims and legend 
has it that the wretched captives were led to the area of 
Ta’Sannat and were loaded onto ships moored very close to 
Mġarr ix-Xini. 
 
Following this disaster Gozo had to be repopulated from 
Malta. 
 

Things started to change in 1599 as the area to the south of 
the Citadel, including the area of Ta’ Sannat was developed 
and various chapels including that dedicated to St. Margaret 
were restored and reused.  
 
At this time, however, the law obliged the entire population 
of Gozo, to spend their nights within the walls of the Citadel 
due to the possible danger of muslim marauders.  
 
On 15/04/1637 the ruling was lifted and this meant that a 
semblance of normality could, once more, return to the 
island of Gozo. 
 
In 1650, a watchtower was built at Xlendi Bay followed, in 
about 1661, by others at Mġarr ix-Xini and Comino. 
 
These watchtowers gave early warning, of any approaching 
marauders, to the local population and consequently, gave 
greater security to the villagers of Ta’ Sannat.  
 
In 1657, the chapel at Ta’ Sannat dedicated to St. Margaret 
was officially recorded as being in very good condition, 
while other chapels in the locality had fallen into disuse and 
disrepair.   
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The feast   of St. Margaret was now celebrated locally, 
however only one mass a year was said in this chapel.  
 
There were, at this time, only two parishes in Gozo, (both in 
Victoria) to cater for the spiritual needs of the population. 
 
 
In the census of 1667, the population of Gozo was recorded 
as consisting of 4,179 souls of which 173 lived in Ta’Sannat,   
grouped into 38 families. 
 
This was a time of  widespread poverty in Gozo and most of 
the population of Ta’ Sannat  worked in  agriculture. 
 
The first proper road in Sannat led from the area currently 
occupied by the Parish Church towards Ta' Ċenċ; it is now 
called Dun Xand Aquilina Street, after a former Parish Priest 
of Ta’ Sannat, who had his house there. 
 
The village of Ta’ Sannat was steadily expanding and greater 
care was bestowed upon the chapel of St. Margaret as 
recorded in the pastoral visitations of 1673 and 1678. 
 
The neighbouring village of Xewkija became a parish in 
1678, followed by Għarb in 1679.  
  
The villagers of Ta’ Sannat, however, were still obliged to 
make use of the parish facilities at Rabat (now, Victoria), a 
fair way away. 
Bishop Coco Palmieri decreed that Ta’ Sannat should 
become a parish on 28th. April 1688, together with Xagħra, 
Qala and Zebbuġ.   
This historic event is commemorated in the village by a  
monument situated in 28th. April 1688 Street. (fig. 4) 
 
 



 10 

 
 
Fig. 4: Memorial to the erection of the Parish of Ta’ Sannat, 
1688 
 
Ta’ Sannat, was awarded ‘primacy’ over the other three 
parishes on the basis of the date of ordination of its first 
parish priest. 
 
Parish Status was made possible  mainly through  the 
generosity of Grandmaster Gregorio Carafa who contributed 
to the necessary prebend enabling the parish priest to 
establish  a living.  
 
The official limits of the parish were formally delineated and 
included land, which eventually became the separate parish 
of Munxar on 12 December 1957.  
 
Fr. Lazzaro Camilleri was Ta’Sannat’s first parish priest and 
St. Margaret was confirmed as the patron saint with her 
feast celebrated on the 20th. July, each year. 
 
 
Work started on expanding the chapel of St. Margaret, which 
then became the parish church. 
 
 The village of Ta’ Sannat was now officially on the map! 
 
(To be continued) 
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NOTES;  
 

1. I have relied very heavily on the excellent book (in 
Maltese) Sannat Fi Ġrajjet Għawdex by Rev. Joseph 
Bezzina (1989), which is available for purchase at the 
Parish Office 
 

2. Any reader interested in the history of the nobility in 
Malta may want to consult the various books, written 
by me. 
 

1.  The Genealogy and Heraldry of the Noble Families of Malta Vol. 1 (1981) 

 

2. The Palaeologos Family-a genealogical review (1985) 

 

3. A Guide to the Maltese Nobility (1986) 

 

4. A Key to Maltese Coats of Arms (1988) 

 

5. An illustrated Collection of the Coats of Arms of Maltese Families  Hardback 

(1989) Paperback (1996) 

 

6. The Genealogy and Heraldry of the Noble Families of Malta Vol. 2 (1992) 

 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


